


 
 

LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION PLAN FOR 2035 
  

VOL I 
 
 

PLAN DOCUMENT  
 
 

FOR THE 
MACON AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDY AREA  

 
 

PREPARED BY  
 

MACON-BIBB COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
 
 
 
 

IN COOPERATION WITH THE  
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 

FEDERAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY 
GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

 
 
 

January 2010 
 
 
 
 
 

“The contents of  this report reflect the views of  the persons preparing the document 
and those individuals are responsible for the facts and the accuracy of  the data pre-
sented herein.  The contents of  this report do not necessarily reflect the view or the 
policies of  the Department of  Transportation of  the State of  Georgia.  This report 
does not constitute a standard, specification or regulation.” 





i Macon-Bibb County Planning & Zoning Commission 

Long Range Transportation Plan 2035 

Table of  Contents 
 

Chapter 1 - Introduction..………………………………………………………….....1-1 

Chapter 2 - Goals and Objectives……………………………………………….….....2-1 

Chapter 3 - Socio-Economic Projections…………………………………………......3-1 

Chapter 4 - Land Use…………………………………………………………….…..4-1 

Chapter 5 - Operations & Management Strategies……………………………………5-1 

Chapter 6 - Highway Safety…………………………………………………………..6-1 

Chapter 7 - Project Prioritization & Selection………………………………………...7-1 

Chapter 8 - Streets and Highways…………………………………………………….8-1 

Chapter 9 - Public Transportation…………………………………………………....9-1 

Chapter 10 - Bicycle & Pedestrian Facilities…………………………………….…....10-1 

Chapter 11 - Aviation - Rail -  Freight & Goods  Movement.............................................11-1 

Chapter 12 - Plan Considerations……………………………………………………12-1 

  Environmental Justice    

  Title VI 

  ADA 

  Planning Factors 

  Safety 

Appendices  

 Appendix A - State Highway Safety Plan 
 
 Appendix B - Consultation Letter with Federal, State, & Local Agencies 
 
 Appendix C - Transit Safety & Security Plan  



ii Macon-Bibb County Planning & Zoning Commission 

Long Range Transportation Plan 2035 

List of   
Figures/Tables/Maps 

Figure/Table/Map #                                                                  Page # 

 
Figure 1-1  Macon Area Transportation Study Boundaries….……………………………………....1-4 
Table  3-1 Population and Race Data………………………………………………….…………...3-2 
Table  3-2 Bibb County…………………………………………………………………………….3-2 
Table  3-3 MATS & Census Estimates……………………………………………………………..3-3 
Table  3-4  Age Data 1990 Census…………………………………………………………………..3-4 
Table  3-5 Age Data 2000 Census……………………………………………………….………….3-5 
Table  3-6 Age Data: Change between 1990 Census & 2000 Census………………………………..3-6 
Table  3-7 Educational Data…….…………………………………………………………………..3-7 
Figure 3-1 Areawide Growth Forecasts…………………………………………………………….3-13 
Table  4-1 Bibb County Housing Units 1990…..………………………………………….………...4-12 
Table  4-2 Bibb County Housing Units 2000..……………………………………………………...4-13 
Table  4-3 Bibb County Housing Unit Growth  1990 to 2006...…………………………………….4-13 
Table  4-4 Jones County Housing Units 1990……………………………………………………….4-14 
Table  4-5 Jones County Housing Units 2000……………………………………………………….4-14 
Table  4-6 Jones County Housing Unit Growth 1990 to 2006……………………………………...4-15 
Table  4-7 Bibb County Population and Household Forecasts 2035…..…………………………….4-16 
Table  4-8 Jones County Population and Household Forecasts 2035………...……………………..4-17 
Table  4-9 Bibb County Household Growth 2006 to 2035….……………………………………….4-18 
Table  4-10 Jones County Household Growth 2006 to 2035………………………………………...4-19 
Table  4-11 Bibb County Housing Demand 2006 to 2035……………………………………...…….4-21 
Table  4-12 Jones County Housing Demand 2006 to 2035…………………………………………..4-22 
Table  4-13 Bibb County Average Residential Densities………………………………………...…...4-24 
Table  4-14 Jones County Average Residential Densities…………………………………………….4-24 
Table  4-15 Bibb County Residential Land Demand……………………...………………………….4-25 
Table  4-16 Jones County Residential Land Demand………………………………………………..4-26 
Table  4-17 Bibb County Employment Forecasts 2006 to 2035…...………………………………….4-27 
Table  4-18 Jones County Employment Forecasts 2006 to 2035…………………………………….4-28 
Table  4-19 Bibb County Percent Employment By Land Use………………………………...………4-29 
Table  4-20 Jones County Percent Employment By Land Use …………………………………..…..4-29 
Table  4-21 Bibb County Employment Forecasts by Land Use 2006 to 2035….…………………….4-30 
Table  4-22 Jones County Employment Forecasts by Land Use 2006 to 2035..….…………………...4-31 
Table  4-23 Bibb County Retail Demand 2006 to 2035………………………………….……………4-33 
Table  4-24 Bibb County Office Demand 2006 to 2035……………………………………….……..4-34 
Table  4-25 Bibb County Industrial Demand 2006 to 2035……………………………………….….4-35 
Table  4-26 Jones County Retail Demand 2006 to 2035…………...…………………….……………4-36 
Table  4-27 Jones County Office Demand 2006 to 2035……...……………………………….……..4-37 
Table  4-28 Jones County Industrial Demand 2006 to 2035…...………………………………….….4-38 
Table  4-29 Bibb County Average Nonresidential Densities 2002…………...……………………….4-40 
Table  4-30 Jones County Average Nonresidential Densities 2002………………………..………….4-40 
Table  4-31 Bibb County Land Area Demand Private Nonresidential Uses….....…………………….4-41 
Table  4-32 Jones County Land Area Demand Private Nonresidential Users….……………………..4-42 
Table  4-33 Bibb County Gross Future Demand in Acres 2035……………………………………...4-44 



iii Macon-Bibb County Planning & Zoning Commission 

Long Range Transportation Plan 2035 

Table  4-34 Jones County Gross Future Demand in Acres 2035..…………………………...4-44  
Figure 4-1 Bibb County Gross Land Demand in New Acres 2035...……………………….4-46 
Figure 4-2 Jones County Gross Land Demand in New Acres 2035…...……………………4-47 
Figure 4-3 Jones County Gross Land Demand Excluding Single Family 2035……………...4-47 
Figure 4-4 2030 Land Use Plan Map………………………………………………...……...4-49 
Figure 4-5 Change in Population 2006 to 2035……………………………………………..4-50 
Figure 4-6 Change in Households 2006 to 2035…………………………………………….4-51 
Figure 4-7 Change Employment 2006 to 2035………………………………….…………..4-52 
Figure 4-8 2035 Future Land Use Map……………...……………………………………...4-54 
Table  6-1 Interstate Crash Data 2003 to 2007…………………….………………………..6-8 
Figure 6-1 Interstate System ADT Bandwidths…………………………………….……….6-9 
Figure 6-2 Interstate System Crashes 2003 to 2007………………………………….……...6-10 
Table  6-2 Major Corridors Crash Data 2003 to 2007…………………………..…………..6-11 
Figure 6-3 Major Corridors ADT Bandwidths……………………………………………...6-12 
Figure 6-4 Major Corridors Crashes 2003 to 2007………………………………………….6-13 
Figure 6-5 Interstate System & Major Corridors ADT Bandwidths………..……………….6-14 
Table  6-3 High Crash Intersections Crash Data 2003 to 2007……………….…………….6-15 
Figure 6-6 Auto-Pedestrian Crashes 2003 to 2007………………...………………………..6-18 
Figure 6-7 Auto-Bicycle Crashes 2003 to 2007……………………………………………..6-19 
Figure 8-1 2002 HPMS Functional Classifications………………………………………….8-2 
Table  8-1 List of Projects 2009-2035………………………………………………………8-5 
Figure 8-2 MATS 2035 Plan Road Projects (Network Year 2014)………………………….8-13 
Figure 8-3 MATS 2035 Plan Road Projects (Network Year 2020)………………………….8-14 
Figure 8-4 MATS 2035 Plan Road Projects (Network Year 2030)……………………...…...8-15 
Figure 8-5 MATS 2035 Plan Road Projects (Network Year 2035)………………………….8-16 
Figure 8-6 2006-2030 Cost Allocation………………………….…………………..………8-17 
Table  8-2 Plan Cost………………………………….……….…….……………………...8-18 
Table  8-3 Estimated Local Maintenance Costs…………………….………….…………...8-20   
Table  8-4 Federal & State Funding for Streets & Bridges……………………….…….…...8-21 
Table  8-5 Estimated Total Funding Local Sources………...……….………………..…….8-21    
Table  8-6 Estimated Total Plan Costs & Plan Revenues.……..………………….……..….8-23 
Table  8-7  Jones County List of Projects for Future Consideration……….…...…………...8-27  
Figure 9-1 Transit Buss Routes……………………………………………………………..9-3 
Table  9-1 ADA Service Statistics…………………………………………………….…….9-4 
Table  9-2 Comparison of Performance Characteristics………………………………….....9-7 
Table  9-3 Projected Transit Weekly Ridership……………………………………………..9-8 
Table  9-4 Bus Replacement Schedule……………………………………………………...9-9 
Table  9-5 Capital Improvement Program…………………………………………..……...9-10 
Table  9-6 Financial Plan…………………………………………………………………...9-11 
Table  10-1 Existing Designated Bicycle Routes……………...……………………………..10-2 
Figure 10-1 Current Designed Bike Routes…………………………………………..……...10-3 
Table  10-2 East Macon Assessment………………………………………………………..10-8 
Table  10-3 Downtown Assessment…………………………………………………..…….10-9 
Table  10-4 Freedom Assessment……………………………………………………….…..10-9 
Table  10-5 Columbus Road Assessment…………………………………………………...10-10 
Table  10-6 Central Route Assessment……………………………….……………………..10-10 
Figure 10-2 Transit Routes…………………………...……………………………………..10-11 



iv Macon-Bibb County Planning & Zoning Commission 

Long Range Transportation Plan 2035 

Figure 10-3 Short Term Proposed Bicycle Routes………………………………………......10-20 
Figure 10-4 Long Term Bicycle Routes…………………………………………………......10-21 
Figure 10-5 MATS Existing and Proposed Bicycle Routes………………………………….10-22 
Figure 11-1 Macon-Bibb Airport Locations Map…………………………………...……….11-3 
Figure 11-2 Existing Airport Layout Map…………………………………………………...11-5 
Figure 11-4 Macon-Bibb Railroads Map………………………………………………..…...11-12 
Figure 11-5 Georgia Rail System Map…………………………………………………...…..11-13 
Figure 11-6 Macon to Atlanta Commuter Rail……………………………………..………..11-16 
Figure 11-7 Georgia Intercity Routes…………………………………………………….….11-19 
Figure 11-8 Truck Terminals Map…………………………………………………………..11-24 
Table  11-1 List of Freight Companies…………………………………………….………..11-25 
Figure 12-1 MATS 2035 LRTP Road Projects…………………………………………..…..12-4 
Figure 12-2 MATS 2035 LRTP Bridge and Intersection Projects………………………..…..12-5 
Figure 12-3 MATS Environmental Justice Block Groups & 2035 LRTP Projects…………...12-6 
Table  12-1 LRTP Projects That Encroach Into Environmental Justice Areas……………....12-7 
Figure 12-4 MATS 2035 LRTP Road Projects and Community Facilities……………..…….12-8 
Table  12-2 LRTP Projects That May Impact Community Facilities………………….……..12-9 
Table  12-3 Community Facilities That May Be Impacted By LRTP Projects……………….12-9 
Figure 12-5 MATS 2035 Road Projects and Conservation Areas………………………….12-10 
Figure 12-6 MATS 2035 Road Projects and Watershed Areas…………………………......12-11 
Figure 12-7 MATS 2035 Road Projects and Ground Water Recharge Areas…………...….12-12 
Table  12-4 LRTP Projects That May Impact Ground Water Charge Areas……………….12-13 
Figure 12-8 MATS 2035 Road Projects and Wetlands…………………………….……….12-14 
Figure 12-9 MATS 2035 Road Projects and Floodplains…………………………………..12-15 
Table  12-5 LRTP Projects Encroachment Upon Floodplain Areas…………………….....12-16 
 
 
  


